
I have kind of run out of time to write much here, since it is that portion of the semester and 

I spent all of my available time writing super important things at the end of the Digest. So, 

apropos of nothing, here’s a head-banging bird and useless but passionate advice from Shia 

LeBeouf! Congratulations on almost making it to Thanksgiving Break! And do make sure you 

look through all of the announcements section, since there is a lot of valuable and important 

info there.  

Sort of sincerely, 

Clayton McReynolds 

EGSA Secretary (a.k.a. Mister Secretary Sir, a.k.a. Minister of Misinformation) 
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Event Schedule: November 15-November 23 

 Friday, November 16: Prof. Clare Simmons on Christmas Ghosts. 3:30. ABL Lecture Hall.               

Let Prof. Simmons help you transition from Halloween spoops to Christmas spirit(s)! This should be a 

great lecture on some ways that 19th Century British writers revived and reimagined Christmas, so you 

should consider educating yourself about Christmas past, present, and future.  

 

 Friday, November 16: Dr. Sebastian Langdell “Conversations with the Dead: Medieval Negotia-

tions.” 3:30. Jones Library, Second Floor.                                                                                             

Now what are the odds of ending up with two separate lectures on the exact same day at the exact same 

time that are both about talking with dead peeps?! Spooky, if you ask me. Anyhow, here’s the official 

word from B.J.: “The Medieval and Renaissance Research Seminar invites you to our final event of this 

semester, a presentation by the English Department's new faculty member, Dr. Sebastian Langdell.” And 

if you’re not sure which of these excellent lectures to attend, you can always consult the departed for a 

word of guidance!  

 

 Saturday, November 17: Games at Colcord. 7:00. Colcord House (2223 Colcord Avenue).               

Start celebrating Thanksgiving a little early!  Come play games at Colcord this weekend on Saturday    

starting at 7.  Feel free to stay for several hours or just pop in for a little bit.  Some refreshments will be 

provided, but feel free to bring snacks.  Strategy games will be played downstairs and more social games 

will be up in the attic, so there will be something for everyone!      

 

 Sunday, November 18: Vocational Prayer Meeting. 6:00. The Sauskojus (pronounced ZOW-skow

-jowz) Residence (66 Daughtrey Avenue, apt. 908).                                                                             

You can park anywhere. Kelly's phone number is (310) 465-7258. The topic will be "Ethical Academics." 

Please start thinking about what it means to pursue our careers ethically, and see if you can come up with 

a couple of examples (either positive or negative). For more info or to RSVP,                                    

email sørina_higgins@baylor.edu.  

 

 Monday, November 19: Job Market Seminar with Dr. Hargrave. 3:00. CS 301.                                     

Imagine that you’re on the Titanic. Things are quite literally going sideways and time is running short, 

when suddenly who should come rowing back toward you in a lifeboat but Dr. Hargrave! She is here to 

teach you how to properly find and float upon flotsam and jetsam, so that you don’t perish unnecessarily 

like Jack.                                                                                                                                                          

But seriously Dr. Hargrave is awesome for volunteering to give us some really helpful strategies for    

navigating the intimidating world of the job market and the application process, so give some serious 

thought to coming out and hearing her wisdom!  
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 Sunday, December 2: Ice Glen Viewing and Discussion with Dr. D.                                            

Join Mod/Con for a trip to the theater! Come watch Ice Glen with us at the Baylor theater, and then join 

Dr. Daniel for a stimulating discussion afterward at Dichotomy. The play involves Edith Wharton, and 

Dr. Ford is an outside reader for the MA student working on it. We will be going to the 2:00 showing on 

12/2, and tickets will be $10 if you purchase your ticket as part of our group discount. But you need to 

give Kelly Sauskojus (pronounced SAH-see-skoo-tuhr-JO) payment in advance so that she can purchase 

our tickets– contact her at Kelly_sauskojus1@baylor.edu for payment details. Payment is required by 

11/21 for group discount rates; otherwise, you are still welcome to join us but will be responsible for 

purchasing your own ticket.  

 

 Saturday, December 8. EGSA Christmas Party! 7:00 pm.                                                                       

More details will be forthcoming soon but take note that you should not take off anywhere before      

December 8. There will be carols and candles and general Christmas conviviality, so get hype.  

 

 Creations Exhibition at the Library.                                                                                                     

The Baylor Libraries are currently collecting articles, books, works of art and other academic contribu-

tions for our annual Creations exhibition. If you have academic or creative work that was published or 

publicly exhibited from September 2017 through August 2018 and would like to be featured in the exhi-

bition, please visitbaylor.edu/library/creations/ and provide the requested information about your work 

using our online submission form by January 18, 2019. Our annual Creations exhibition supports the re-

search ambitions articulated in Baylor's academic strategic plan, Illuminate, and celebrates the transfor-

mational research and scholarship of our faculty, graduate students, and staff. The exhibition provides a 

unique opportunity to have your work on public display for our community as well as visitors to the Bay-

lor Libraries. We look forward to receiving your submissions and hope you will visit the exhibition while 

it is on display beginning in February 2019. For more information, visit baylor.edu/library/creations or 

contact Carol Schuetz by email at Carol_Carson@baylor.edu or by phone at (254) 710-4410.   

 

And now some important announcements and reminders direct from President Spofford! 

 

 Preview Weekend/Orientation Chairs.                                                                                                  

Preview weekend for prospective grad students is tentatively scheduled for Friday, February 22, and 

we’re looking for some awesome orientation chairs! Orientation chairs will be responsible for planning 

and organizing that weekend, and for running new student orientation in the fall. You’ll work with Dr. 

Russell, the EGSA president and VP, and with your co-chair. Questions? Our most recent orientation 

chairs were Kelly and Reyna (thanks for serving, friends!). The goal is to have one chair who is early in 

the program and one chair who is further along so we have the perfect balance of energy and depart-

mental experience. Please think about whether you’d like to do this/who you might want to nominate! 

Elections coming soon-ish (probably the first week of classes in January).  

Continued...                                                                                                 
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 Some Resources.                                                                                                                                     

A reminder of the excellent resource that is the Academic Success Center. They provide academic coun-

seling, free tutoring, and other good support. Your students might be interested in their workshops on 

prepping for finals and their finals review packet (link here). They can even teach your class for a day—

you can choose from a variety of seminars on study skills and learning strategies. It’s called While You 

Were Out. (Regina came and led a session for my class, and it was a good overview of study skills, and 

my students found it useful. -hs)     

 

 Language Requirements.                                                                                                                        

Note on registering for languages (see below for info from Dr. Russell): Remember, when requesting 

hours for the summer that you need 6 hours if you are taking a language. So if you are doing both a lan-

guage and a lit class, you need 9 hours of funding for the summer total. (If your funding request form 

was incorrect, you can contact Dr. Russell to request the additional hours.) Also, if there’s a language 

you’d like to take and it’s not currently listed as being offered, you just need to chat with the prof and 

have 5 students to get it to make. 

 From Dr. Russell: 

There are six options for satisfying proficiency outlined in the Graduate Catalog (not all six apply to all pro-

grams), one of which includes taking the Graduate Reading Courses offered in the summer—French 

(offered both Summer I and Summer II in 2019), or German (offered Summer I only in 2019). 

 Graduate Program Directors please advise your graduate students that… 

1.  as soon as possible upon entering their graduate program students should examine the options available 

to them for satisfying their foreign language requirement.  These are outlined in the Graduate Catalog and on 

the Modern Languages and Cultures (MLC) Web site. 

2.  students should, as soon as possible, meet with the appropriate MLC professor and take the “diagnostic” 

exam, or simply contact me, Dr. Marian Ortuño.  Contact the Graduate School for calendar of deadlines. 

This informal diagnostic exam (which also might include taking the MLC undergraduate Placement Exam) 

determines a student’s current base level of language proficiency and, depending on the outcome, allows the 

MLC professor to suggest an appropriate option or a plan of remediation, if necessary, in a timely manner. 

3.  in addition to German, or French, Latin and Greek are also offered through the Department of Classics.   

Note—International MA students cannot use either the previously earned undergraduate credit option or the 

5370/71 courses to satisfy their language requirement.  This is because, as prospective international degree 

holders, they must show current speaking and reading skills.  They, therefore, must take both the oral test in 

committee and a reading/translation test of 250 words in one hour with a paper dictionary.  Nevertheless, in 

the past, several international MA students have taken 5370/71 as preparation for later taking the reading 

test. Be further advised that if graduate students choose to satisfy proficiency by taking the reading/

translation option, this costs the student’s department $50.  The only option available for International MA 

students is testing by committee, oral and reading, $150.  All re-tests, if necessary, are at the student’s ex-

pense.  Please keep these costs in mind to make the appropriate budgetary allowances. Please consult the 

MLC Web site for all necessary information concerning requirements: testing procedure, test format, and 

MLC tester contact. Information about the summer graduate reading courses will be sent to grad students 

and GPDs shortly. Please check the calendar of deadlines with the Graduate School. These deadlines apply 

to all graduate students, not just the International MAs.Please remind your students that satisfying this lan-

guage requirement is not simply a formality.  The purpose of being able to read a foreign language at the in-

termediate or otherwise academically appropriate level is so that the foreign language can serve as a useful 

research, and/or occupational tool. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, Dr. Mar-

ian Ortuño, Coordinator of Foreign Language Testing for Graduate Students.     
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The EGSA Inquirer 

Last week, we explored some startling evidence, suggesting Carroll Science Hall might well be the central temple 

of an anti-Scientologist, pro-evil Thetan cultic conspiracy propagated by Baylor University. Let us refer to these 

shadowy Thetan devotees as Thetanists. What questions can we ask to seek the truth about this possible           

Thetanist conspiracy? How can we, if we dare, dive deeper into these dark waters? 

We must begin with our only lead so far: Luke Mitchell. Luke’s silence on this subject speaks volumes. I mean, 

Luke is silent on very few subjects, as a general rule, so why so cagey here? Pretty weird, isn’t it?! Yes. It is.  

If, then, Luke is somehow in league with the Thetanists, what more might we be able to infer from this? The         

answer is truly alarming! Who is Luke’s roommate? None other than Ben Rawlins. That’s right. The same Ben 

Rawlins who is VP of EGSA. Could it be that Ben too is a Thetanist? Is there afoot a vast Thetanist plot to seize 

the reins of government and induct us into a Thetanocratic dystopia?!  

But perhaps you think that we’re going too far too fast. Perhaps you feel that the laws of logical induction have 

not been attended to with appropriate assiduity. If so, I would recommend that you simply appeal directly to Vice 

President Rawlins himself and ask one simple question: “Do you or do you not intend to become president of 

EGSA sometime within the next twelve months?” Shocking though it might seem, Ben will inform you           

frankly that he fully expects to become president of EGSA within that time frame! 

There can be little doubt: a Thetanist coup is nigh upon us. It might come in a matter of months. It might come 

in a matter of days. But come it shall.  

Many questions remain. What form will this power-grab take? Will President Spofford be imprisoned under false 

pretenses? Should we be worried about political assassination? Who else among us might be a Thetanist adept?  

We at the EGSA Inquirer will faithfully continue to seek answers to these and other pressing questions! Indeed, 

we already have a lead on another potential Thetanist conspirator, so tune in next time for more shocking        

revelations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


